
SECO employees 
helped make
Christmas a happy time 
for many girls and boys as a result of 
their participation in the 2010 “Toys 
for Tots” drive. 

The co-op has been involved with 
“Toys for Tots” or similar programs for 
many years. Being part of the commu-
nity means you try to help those less 
fortunate. No child should be without 
a present Christmas morning. 

SECO employees managed to pur-
chase, collect, and donate new toys 
for children in the area. SECO’s team 
leaders placed several collection boxes 

at our fi ve SECO customer service centers as well as several in our corporate offi ces 
in Sumterville and the operations center in Eustis. 

Toys for Tots was started in 1947 by a band of Marine Reservists in Los Angeles. 
Every year the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve continues this tradition all across the 
nation. And as proud supporters, SECO employees feel good knowing that many 
children in Lake, Sumter, and Marion counties were able to receive a toy because of 
their service.   �

MEMBER NOTICE
SECO has set new hours for the reconnection 
of electric service for individuals whose ser-
vice is disconnected due to non-payment of 
their power bill. The new hours during which 
reconnects will be conducted are from 8:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m., seven days a week. This will 
make for more effi cient use of SECO staff and 
help reduce the cost of service to the rest of 
the co-op’s membership. 

NATURE’S reflections

tips & quips 
about our 
environment 
and its 
inhabitants

EASTERN SCREECH OWL
One of fi ve owls found in Florida and the smallest

The Eastern screech owl, Megascops asio, is our small-
est owl at just six to nine inches tall with an eighteen 
to twenty-two inch wingspan. It has prominent feath-
ered ear tufts, a round head, big yellow eyes and dense 
streaked and barred plumages. There are three color 
variations red, brown, and gray with some variation be-
tween them. These color morphs are independent of the 
bird’s age, sex, location or season. Due to a higher toler-
ance for warmer temperatures, red and brown morphs are 
more common in Florida. Sexes are similar. The Eastern 
screech owl is found in nearly every habitat throughout 
the eastern United States. 

With its unique voice, a hollow-toned quavering whistle, 
rising then lowering in pitch, it may well be the owl most 
responsible for the eerie characterizations of folklore. 

This predatory bird is strictly nocturnal, roosting in a tree 
during the daytime. While it is quite common, it gener-
ally goes unnoticed probably due to its size and coloring. 
It is active at night or near dusk, using its excellent hear-
ing and night vision to locate prey. 

The Eastern Screech owl hunts from dusk to dawn, but 
with more intensity during the fi rst four hours of dark-
ness. It hunts in open woodlands or along the edges of 
open fi elds or wetlands. When prey is spotted, the owl 
dives quickly and seizes it in its strong talons.

Screech owls capture fl ying insects on the wing. It is espe-
cially fond of palmetto bugs. This opportunistic hunter 
will switch to any suitably-sized prey and readily eats a 
variety of animals from worms and frogs to small fi sh or 
mammals such as mice, shrews, or moles. Most food is 
swallowed whole and small pellets of indigestible materi-
als such as bone and fur are regurgitated. Finding fresh, 
moist pellets on the ground underneath a large tree is a 
good indication an owl hangs out there. 

Pairs mate for life but will accept a new mate if the previ-
ous mate disappears. Between February and July a pair 
builds a nest in a tree cavity, abandoned woodpecker hole 
or nest box. Two to four white eggs are incubated by the 
female for twenty-six days. The male fearlessly defends 
the nest and provides food for his mate. Together they  
feed the young who leave the nest four weeks later. � 
Column & photo by Sandi Staton – sandi.staton@secoenergy.com

”
“Can 
Prevent 
Forest 
Fires
With the hard freezes 
of winter, the Florida 
Division of Forestry 
is urging residents 
to abide by outdoor 
burning regulations. 

Hard freezes kill and dry-out grasses and other light veg-
etation that helps spread fi re.

Outdoor burning safety tips:

• Check with your local fi re department or the Division of 
Forestry offi ce to make sure it is legal to burn in your area

• Burners must comply with county/city as well as Division 
of Forestry fi re ordinances 

• Make sure you meet the required setbacks:  25 ft. from 
your house and forested areas, 50 ft. from a public paved 
road and 150 ft. from other occupied buildings

• Burn only yard waste, no household garbage (includes 
paper products and newspapers)

• Don’t burn on windy days
• Never leave a fi re unattended
• Keep a water hose or shovel handy in case your fi re 

escapes
• Make sure your smoke does not obstruct visibility on 

nearby roads
• Be sure your fi re is completely out before you leave
• Use solid waste pick up within the city limits
• Visit the Division of Forestry’s website www.fl -dof.com or 

call 352-955-2010 for more information

If your fi re escapes, you could be liable for costs of suppres-
sion and damage to the property of others.   �

SECO returns over 
$30,000 to area schools 
in Capital Credits

The Sumter Electric Cooperative Board of Trustees autho-
rized a return of $3.4 million dollars in capital credits to its 
residential and commercial customers for 2010. And, over 
$30,000 of that was returned to area schools.

One of the great benefi ts of being a member/customer of a 
not-for-profi t cooperative like SECO Energy is that co-op 

customers get to 

share in any excess margins the business might have at the 
end of each year. 

As you can imagine, schools use a good deal of electricity 
to keep students comfortable and maintain effective opera-
tions. The schools where SECO provides electricity get to 
share in the capital credits returned each year. It’s always a 
pleasant task to bring our various school offi cials the good 
news about their portion of the excess margins being given 
back to members.

The schools served by SECO in Marion County received 
$12,657.89 as their share of 2010 capital credits. Sumter 
County schools received $3,288.05. Lake County schools 

received $9,192.63. Citrus County 
schools got a check for $2,490.11. The 
Villages Charter Schools received a 
check for $2,700.52. 

Accepting the capital credits checks 
for their respective schools were Sum-
ter Superintendant Rick Shirley, Cit-
rus Superintendant Sandra “Sam” 
Himmel, Marion Superintendant Jim 
Yancey, and Villages Charter Schools 
Director of Education Dr. Randy 

McDaniel. In Lake County the whole board of 
education joined Chairman Debbie Stivender to 
enjoy the presentation. 

The return of capital credits is unique to the coop-
erative business model. It’s good news, especially 
during these diffi cult economic times.   �
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