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Test Your American Flag IQ

A Salute to the 
Red, WhiteWhite and Blue

The American fl ag is one of the most recognized symbols 
in the world. It may have many names – the Star-Spangled 
Banner, Stars and Stripes, and Old Glory – but it has one 
clear meaning: it stands for unity and freedom. 

Our fl ag has earned our respect: handle it with care! In 
that spirit, we invite you to fi nd out just how much you 
know about caring for and fl ying our national banner.

1. How do I fl y the fl ag on a fl agpole? 
a. When on the same fl agpole, always fl y the U.S. fl ag 

above any state, municipal or social-organization fl ag.
b. Raise the U.S. fl ag briskly and lower it ceremoniously.
c. When fl ying the U.S. fl ag near fl ags of other nations, 

it should be positioned on its own right.
d. All of the above

2. How do I hang the fl ag indoors? (One answer is 
 false – which one?)
a. The fl ag may be used to cover a ceiling.
b. The fl ag can be hung horizontally or vertically.
c. The union or canton (the blue fi eld of stars) should be
 on the fl ag’s right and the viewer’s left.
d. If hung in a window, the canton should be on the 

viewer’s left.

3. When is a fl ag not fl own at half-staff?
a. Upon the death of a president or former president
b. When the president or the governor of a state declares 

an offi cial period of mourning
c. On Memorial Day, honoring those who have died 

while serving the U.S.
d. When a member of your family dies

4. What should a civilian do when a fl ag passes by in a  
parade or procession?

a. Salute and stand at attention
b. Place the right hand over the heart while the fi rst U.S. 

fl ag passes by
c. Place the right hand over the heart while each U.S. fl ag 

passes by
d. Place the left hand over the heart while the fi rst 

U.S. fl ag passes by

5. What do I do with my fl ag when it’s worn out?
(One answer is false–which one?)
a. Burn it in a private place.
b. Organizations such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 

Boy Scouts or the Girl Scouts can dispose of your fl ag.
c. Fold it, and then carefully place it in the trash.
d. Contact your city offi cials for more information.

6. When properly folded, the fl ag takes what shape?
a. rectangle
b. triangle

c. square
d. hexagon

For more on U.S. Flag etiquette www.americanfl ags.org
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tips & quips 
about our 
environment 
and its 
inhabitants

NATURE’S reflections
MOURNING DOVE
Its numbers are estimated to be 475 million
The Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura), a member of the 
dove family (Columbidae), is one of the most abundant and 
widespread of all North American migratory birds and a 
year round resident of Florida. Five subspecies are all similar 
and named for the plaintive coo-WHO-O coo-coo-coo call.

It weighs four to six ounces and is about twelve inches long. 
The wings make a distinctive whistle when taking fl ight or 
landing. It is a strong fl ier, capable of speeds up to 55 mph. 
Plumage is a soft grey-brown color. It has perching feet, 
with three toes forward and one reversed; legs are short and 
reddish colored. Sexes are similar. Adults feed almost exclu-
sively on seeds and frequent bird feeders for cracked-corn, 
millet, saffl ower and sunfl ower seeds on the ground. It does 
not dig or scratch for seeds, but eats what is readily visible. 

Following a graceful but noisy courtship, the male leads the 
female to potential nest sites and she chooses one. The male 
gathers nesting material, then stands on her back and passes 
the material to her. She places the twigs, conifer needles, and 
grass blades to construct the nest. Occasionally a pair will 
refurbish a found nest. Doves usually nest in trees, fi ve to 
twenty-fi ve feet above ground. Here, two white eggs are laid 
and a two-week incubation begins. Unlike most birds, doves 
incubate their eggs continually. The male takes 
the daytime shift and the female does the night 
shift. Mourning doves are devoted parents and 
nests are very rarely left unattended.

The young squabs are helpless at hatching and 
covered with down. Doves produce a food 
called crop milk (not really milk) by glands 
in the crop of the adult birds. The parent opens its mouth 
wide, permitting the nestling to stick its head inside to feed 
on the nutritious food. Both parents feed the squabs crop 
milk for the fi rst three to four days of life, then it is gradually 
augmented by seeds. Fledging takes place about two weeks 
after they are capable of digesting seeds. They continue to 
be fed for another two weeks.

As a gamebird, the Mourning Dove is well-managed, with 
up to 40-70 million taken by hunters each year. Its ability 
to sustain its population stems from its prolifi c breeding. 
In warm areas, one pair may raise up to six broods a year. 
The Mourning Dove can live up to 19 years, although most 
birds live one and a half to fi ve years. �
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