
OSCEOLA WILD TURKEY
Found only on the peninsula of Florida
The Florida wild turkey, called Osceola (Meleagris gal-
lopavo osceola), was fi rst described as a subspecies in 1890 
and named for the famous Seminole Chief Osceola. The 
Osceola prefers wild, wet terrains from fl at pine woods, 
oak and palmetto hammocks to deep swamp habitats.

Adult birds have long reddish-yellow to greyish-green 
legs and a dark body. Each foot has three toes, and males 
have a spur behind each of their lower legs. The white 
bars in the wing feathers are narrow, irregular, broken 
and do not extend all the way to the shaft. Although 
dark, in the sunlight feathers shine with iridescent 
greens, reds and some bronze colors.  Males have a large, 
featherless, head (with fl eshy growths called caruncles), 
throat, and red wattles on the throat and neck. When 
males are excited the entire head and neck area engorge 
with blood turning from grey to red within moments as 
the color rises indicating excitement or irritation. Beards 
can grow to ten inches or more. 

Males often strut, fl uffi ng body feathers and fanning 
their long, dark, tail feathers to appear larger and more 
fi erce as a warning to other males and to impress fe-
males. A mature tom turkey weighs only about eighteen 
pounds in his peak breeding state but has longer spurs 
on average than other subspecies.  

Typically in April a nest of twigs is built on the ground 
where an average clutch of ten eggs are laid over a couple 
of weeks. Following twenty-fi ve days of incubation the 
eggs hatch. Poults roost on the ground for the fi rst two 
weeks. Only half of the nests successfully hatch and hens 
may re-nest if the initial nest is destroyed. Of those that 
hatch, another seventy percent are lost to predators like 
raccoons, striped, and spotted skunks, opossums, gray 
foxes and coyotes.

To grow, poults need an abundant habitat that provides 
seeds, insects, and succulent growth for the young birds, 
yet habitat dense enough to provide cover from preda-
tors. Diseases are minimal. Osceolas are gregarious, so-
cial animals and exhibit fl ocking behavior regardless of 
density. The population replaces itself every three or four 
years. Since turkeys are not known to over-populate, 
they do not damage their habitat. � 
Column & photo by Sandi Staton – sandi.staton@secoenergy.com
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Utility 
inspectors 

may visit your 
neighborhood

SECO’s electric service reliability is top priority!
If you see any unusual vehicles in your neighborhood dis-
playing logos like the one pictured in the photo, there are 
no worries. SECO has contract workers from Transformer 
Maintenance & Service and, Osmose Utilities Services for 
the inspection of the electric utility infrastructure, like un-
derground equipment,  electric poles, wire, transformers, 
and other types of inventory. 
For the next six months, TMS will be visiting Wildwood, 
Rainbow Lakes, Martel and Ocala areas. Their purpose will 

be to check for any potential problems with SECO’s pad 
mount transformers (green electric cabinets) and any other 
underground electrical equipment.
Osmose Utilities will be in South Lake county as well as 
Astatula, Haines Creek, Ferndale, Mt. Dora and Tavares 
areas performing mandatory pole and equipment inspec-
tions. All contractor vehicles, trucks and four-wheelers, 
will be clearly marked with TMS or Osmose logos – all will 
have “SECO Authorized Contractor” signs. All inspections 
should be completed by April 1, 2011.  ☙

PRODUCTS ELIGIBLE FOR TAX 
CREDITS THROUGH 2010

☙ Biomass stoves

☙ Central air conditioners, elec-
tric heat pumps, furnaces and 
boilers, and advanced main air cir-
culating fans

☙ Insulation material or systems 
specifically and primarily designed 
to reduce heat loss or gain

☙ Roofing: metal and asphalt

☙ Water heaters (non solar): elec-
tric heat pump, natural gas, pro-
pane, and oil

☙ Exterior windows, doors, and 
skylights; qualified storm doors 
and storm windows

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR TAX CREDIT

☙ Use IRS Tax Form 5695 to claim improvements made on your home

☙ Forms for 2010 will be available from the IRS in late 2010 or early 2011

☙ Save your receipts and the manufacturer certification.

2010 tax credits for home 
energy improvements

If you purchased or are interested in buying an energy-efficient product or 
renewable energy system for your home this year, you may be eligible for a 
federal tax credit.  

Several products installed in your primary residence that  are Energy Star®

approved include energy-efficient windows and doors, appliances, insulation, 
unique roofing, heating and cooling equipment, solar energy systems and more 
may be currently eligible for this year’s federal tax credit. While some products 
bought in 2010 are eligible for credit on your 2010 return, others will be eligible 
through 2016. See www.energysavers.gov for more detailed information.

For the most up-to-date information, contact a tax professional to apply these 
tax credits appropriately and get the maximum credit available. You should not 
rely solely on Websites or printed material. The tables below and to the right 
provide information for most products.

The credits are nonrefundable. In 
other words, the credits are only 
available to the extent you have a 
tax liability. For 2010, the credits for 
home energy improvement products 
eligible through 2010 may be limited 
if you are subject to the AMT.

Several products are eligible for tax-
credits at 30% of the cost (some in-

clude installation), up to a total cred-
it of $1,500. These must have been 
“placed in service” between January 
1, 2009 through December 31, 2010.

The $1,500 maximum limit is for all 
of the efficiency measures combined 
over the two-year 2009-2010 period; 
you can purchase up to $5,000 worth 
of products over the two years and 

get 30% or $1,500 as a tax credit. If 
you got the full $1,500 tax credit in 
2009, you are not eligible for a tax 
credit on these products in 2010.  ☙

EERE Information Center has a more 
extensive list of eligible products.

www.eere.energy.gov
www.energysavers.gov/taxcredits

� SECO PRESENTS �
“Energy Conservation for a New Era”
Sumter Electric Cooperative has added yet another new 
vidcast to its library of informational consumer educa-
tion videos. The subject matter deals with how home-
owners can save money and conserve energy in very 
practical, inexpensive and effective ways. The video is 
titled “Energy Conservation for a New Era.”

SECO Director of Corporate Communications Barry 
Bowman said, “I think all Americans would like to hear 
about things that can significantly reduce power bills 
while at the same time conserving energy resources. This 
new nine minute video does just that and can be viewed 
by going to SECO’s Website at www.secoenergy.com or 
SECO’s YouTube or Facebook pages.”

“Anyone watching this public service video,” continued 
Bowman, “will come away with ideas that can be easily 
implemented. By taking any of the actions suggested by 
the video, consumers will reduce their power needs, save 
money and lower their individual carbon footprint. It is 
well worth spending time to watch.”

Your co-op’s Website contains a wealth of information 
for SECO member/customers, as well as other interested 
parties.  ☙

Have you noticed a 
broke  SECO street light 
in your neighborhood?

If so, your co-op urges you to report it as soon as possible 
by using our automated 800 hot line. 

It’s easy! You just need to note the problem, write down 
the pole number and call it in.

Typically, three things could be wrong with a light. The 
light is always off, the light is always on, or the light 
f lickers. 

So, if you discover a light with any of these problems, 
jot down the number of the pole the light is on. If it is a 
SECO pole, the number is mounted vertically at eye level. 
The pole designation could be four to six black numbers 
and the numbers will be on a yellow metal background.

Once you have a pole number call SECO’s automated 
outage hot line at 1(800) 732-6141 to report the problem. 
Once reported, a trouble ticket or work order is automati-
cally generated and a service technician will repair the 
light at his first opportunity. You will also get confirma-
tion that “your problem has been reported.”

It’s quick and simple. We hope you will take advantage 
of our automated system whenever you discover a faulty 
street light.  ☙ 
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