IV. SERVICE and METER CONNECTIONS

FIGURE IV-5
Overhead Service - Minimum Vertical Clearances

MINIMUM VERTICAL CLEARANCE ABOVE GRADE (from NESC Table 232-1

Multiplexed overhead service drops of 750v to ground or less located more
than 10 feet horizontally from a swimming pool

A. Roads, streets and other areas subject to truck traffic........cccccvvvvririiiniicnnnnnns

B. Driveways, parking lots and alleys .........cc.cciiiniiinircnicnnn e,
Exception - Residential driveways only where attachment height
at building does not permit 15 feet of clearance:

Voltage limited to 300v to ground:

Service Drops 12.5 feet (NEC = 12"

Drip Loops 10.5 feet (NEC = 12"
Voltage limited to 150v to ground:
Service Drops ..o 12 feet (NEC = 12)
Drip LOOPS ... 10 feet (NEC = 12)
C. Spaces and ways subject to pedestrian or restricted traffic only.................. 12 feet (NEC =12')

Exception - Where attachment height at building does not permit 12 feet of clearance:

Voltage limited to 300v to ground:
Service drops and drip loopS ........oceeveeien. 10.5 feet (NEC = 12')

Voltage limited to 150v to ground:
Service drops and drip [0OPS ........ccovevveiniieniinen. 10 feet (NEC = 10")

D. Other land (such as cultivated, grazing, forest, orchard, etc.) traversed by
Vehicles reeersrsnsesnrsresernreasansrasnsaes sresassrssaerssrss e e s sRnansrnsssrssaaas 16 feet (NEC = 18")

NOTES: -120v single phase, 120/240v single phase, and 120/208v wye 3 phase services meet the 150v to ground criteria.
-120/240v open or closed delta 3 phase and 277/480v wye 3 phase services meet the 300v to ground criteria.
-240/480v delta services do not meet either the 150v or 300v to ground criteria and do not qualify for the

exception to the basic clearance.
The clearances above are NESC minimum values for worst-case sag conditions. The attachment height at
the building or customer's service pole must be sufficient to provide these clearances for all situations involved. Good
judgment dictates that initial installation be made at higher values to ensure code compliance under worst-case sag
conditions. For additional details and clarification regarding these and all clearances, refer to Section 23 of the NESC.
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