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Arbor Day Foundation Honors SECO

Sumterville, FL — For the second year in a row, the national Arbor Day Foundation has
recognized Sumter Electric Cooperative (SECO) as earning the Tree Line USA designation
from the foundation.

In order to receive the Tree Line USA designation utilities must meet three requirements: they
must have a proven program of quality tree care, they must conduct annual training of
employees in quality tree care practices, and they must have a tree planting and public
education program.

The Arbor Day Foundation sponsors the Tree Line USA program in cooperation with the
National Association of State Foresters.

John Rosenow, chief executive of the foundation, noted that trees are extremely beneficial in
helping to clean the air and water. They also help conserve water and increase property
values. He pointed out that Tree Line USA utilities bring their communities many environmental
and economic benefits.

SECO CEO Jim Duncan said, “We are honored to have been designated a Tree Line USA
utility. Proper tree care enhances our ability to deliver reliable electric power and insures that
more beautiful trees will live on into the future. We are very proud of our tree program here at
SECO, and it is yet another example of this co-op’s concern for our environment and the
creatures that share it with us.”

For additional data on SECO'’s tree program, interested persons can go to www.secoenergy.com
and go to the drop down menu under the heading “environment” where there is a wealth of
information for public consumption.

SECO serves 170,000 members and their families in Marion, Lake, Citrus, Sumter, Levy,
Pasco, and Hernando counties.
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